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"In construing article 15 it is important to keep in mind that the
double taxation relief agreement is part of a network of
international agreements using international language, substantially
similar in form and services and effect and designed, as the
commentary to article 1 (para 7) notes, to promote exchanges of
goods and services and the movement of capital and personal in
international trade by eliminating international double taxation, The
OECD Convention rules have an international currency used as
they are by and in countries throughout the world and
accordingly the language of the rules should be construed on
broad principles of general acceptation and having appropriate
regard to the commentary and any travaux preparatoires."*'
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"I agree with the intervener government of the United States'
submission that, in ascertaining these goals and intentions, a Court
may refer to extrinsic materials which form part of the legal context
(these include accepted model conventions and official
commentaries thereon) without the need first to find an ambiguity
before turning to such materials."
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"THE COUNCIL ... Taking note of the model Tax Convention and
the Commentaries thereon (as last modified by the 1997 Report),
which may be amended from time to time hereafter; I
RECOMEMENDS the Government of Member countries: 1.[...] 2.
when concluding new bilateral conventions or revising existing
bilateral conventions, to confirm to the Model Tax Convention, as
interpreted by the Commentaries thereon; 3. that their tax
administrations follow the commentaries on the Articles of the
Model Tax Convention, as modified from time to time, when
applying and interpreting the provisions of their bilateral tax
conventions that are based on these Articles."
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